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MAINTENANCE FEE REMINDER 

According to the records of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) the maintenance fee for 

the paten t(s) listed below (for which the above address is on record as the fee address under 

37 CFR 1.363) has not been paid within the six-month period set forth in 37 CFR 1.362(d). 

THE MAINTENANCE FEE MAY STILL BE PAID WITH THE APPLICABLE SURCHARGE SET FORTH 

IN 37 CFR 1.20(h), WITHIN THE SIX-MONTH GRACE PERIOD SET FORTH IN 37 CFR 1.362(e). 

Unless payment of the maintenance fee and the applicable surcharge is received in the USPTO 

within the six-month grace period, THE PATENT WILL EXPIRE AS OF THE END OF THE GRACE 

PERIOD. 35 U.S.C. 41(b). 

The total payment due is the amount required on the date the fee is paid (and not necessarily the 
amount indicated below). All USPTO fees (including maintenance fees) are subject to change. 
Customers should refer to the USPTO Web site (www.uspto.gov) or call the Maintenance Fee Branch 
at 571-272-6500 for the most current fee amounts for the correct entity status before submitting 
payment. The total payment due indicated below is based on the entity status according to current 
Office records (shown below). 

Timely payment of the total payment due is required in order to avoid expiration of the patent. 
A maintenance fee payment can be timely made using the certificate of mailing or transmission 
procedure set forth in 37 CFR 1.8. 
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1180 65 09128504 06/20/00 08/03/98 8 YES 121»5 PORTER- 1 


The maintenance fee and the applicable surcharge can be paid quickly and easily over the Internet 
at www.uspto.gov by electronic funds transfer (EFT), credit card, or USPTO deposit account payment 
methods. The mailing address for all maintenance fee payments not electronically submitted over the 
Internet is: U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 979070, St. Louis, MO 63197-9000. 

Direct any questions about this notice to: Mail Stop M Correspondence, Director of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

NOTE: This notice was automatically generated based on the amount of time that elapsed since 

the date a patent was granted. It is possible that the patent term may have ended or been shortened 

due to a terminal disclaimer that was filed in the application. Also, for any patent that 

issued from an application filed on or after June 8, 1995 containing a specific reference to 

an earlier filed application or applications under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c), the patent 

term ends 20 years from the date on which the earliest such application was filed, unless 

the term was adjusted or extended under 35 U.S.C. 154 or 156. Patentee should determine the 

relevant patent term for a patent before paying the maintenance fee. 


MF440I (7/2007) 


